
Practice Profile 

An award-winning, RIBA Chartered Practice focussing on Regenerative Design based 

on Permaculture and Healthy Building Principles 



Approach 

Gale & Snowden Architects, established in 1992, is an award winning RIBA Chartered Practice that focuses on Regenerative 

Design based on Permaculture principles. The practice integrates ecology, building physics and landscape design with 

elegant and efficient Architecture to create healthy uplifting buildings and landscapes. 

Permaculture 

Integrated Permaculture design solutions. 

Delivery 

Projects are delivered on time, to budget and exceed client expectations. 

Healthy Building Design 

Designing buildings in accordance with good practice to achieve healthy environments through careful selection of non-toxic materials and thorough healthy design principles. 

Efficiency and Passive Design 

The need for complicated and expensive active systems in buildings is minimised by the correct and intelligent employment of simple passive design techniques. 

Conversion and Refurbishment 

The buildings of the future are already with us.  The challenge for us all is to make our existing buildings more energy efficient and healthy to live in. 

Renewable Energy 

We do not rely on renewable energies to make our designs work.  Renewables are considered after all cost-effective and practical measures have been undertaken for 
passive design to minimise energy requirements. 

 

 



Permaculture 

Integrated Permaculture design solutions 

Gale & Snowden is interested in how human settlements can be integrated into the 
ecology of a site. By designing with natural systems, benefits can be achieved for 
all organisms sharing the site. Until this is accomplished, a development cannot 
claim to be sustainable. 

As biologists, who are also architects, we often see things differently to other 
architects who aim to only design ‘sustainable’ buildings. 

Landscapes can be designed to meet key human needs of food, water, energy and 
shelter in a way that also enhances the natural environment. This can be achieved 
by employing Permaculture design principles. 

By understanding how biological systems work in nature and applying them to 
human settlement design, these principles can be harnessed to design inspiring, 
productive and biodiversity-rich environments that are low-maintenance and self-
perpetuating. 

 

Benefits of ecological landscaping include: 

Lower energy inputs by reducing chemical and mechanical interventions 

Lower maintenance requirements and reduced running costs due to this 

reduction of inputs 

Lower water consumption 

Reduce wind chill factors onto buildings and external spaces by over 50% 

Educational – linking user input and output and providing a connection for 

people with the natural environment 

Reduce transportation pollution by using bio-regional resources 

Enhance the ecology of a site 

 

Key Principles Of Ecological Landscaping: 

Understand the landscape – Design from knowledge. Obtain as much information 
about the site as possible before commencing design work. Include topographical 
and species surveys. 

Preserve ecologically valuable features – protect rare species or particularly good 
specimens.   

Bio-Region – Consider the locality beyond the site boundaries and the bio-regional 
climate as this may affect the design. 

Natural principles – Design with nature by following natural processes. Set up 
beneficial relationships. Mimic natural ecosystems to avoid the use of chemicals or 
unnecessary work. 

Microclimatic design – Exploit existing or create new microclimates, benefiting flora, 
fauna and people. 

Bio-Diversity – Habitat creation and careful species selection is essential to a 
successful robust ecological landscape design 

Water in the landscape – Consider available water resources on site such as spring 
water, rainwater, grey-water and black-water. Water is an increasingly valuable 
resource and approximately 20% of a site should be considered for aquatic/wetland 
habitat. 

Nutrient recycling – Consider mechanisms to recycle nutrients on site, retaining/
adding to site fertility. 

Food production – Consider food production systems for people and farmed 
animals/wildlife. 

Structures in the landscape – Consider introducing man-made structures such as 
earth mounds, walls, walled gardens, pergolas, climbing structures, fencing, etc. to 
create microclimates, increase habitats and provide landscape features. 

Zoning – Designing for frequency of use is often advantageous to reduce 
unnecessary work/movement. 

Wild-life corridors – Ensure that wildlife has enough cover to be able to penetrate all 
suitable areas of a site. 

Aesthetics – Successful ecological landscaping also requires thoughtful aesthetic 
design taking into account user requirements, historical references, etc. 

 



Delivery 

Projects are delivered on time, to budget and exceed client expectations 

At Gale & Snowden, we pride ourselves on the excellence of our working 
relationships with clients. Our services are tailor-made for each individual project to 
achieve high-quality, sustainable design solutions that meet the criteria for design, 
timescale and budget agreed with our client. 

For design to be successful, it is essential that the client’s needs are clearly 
understood. At a project’s inception, we encourage a full and open discussion 
between architect and client. This dialogue continues subsequently with the design 
team and contractor to ensure complete clarity around the brief and to check that all 
feasible options have been sufficiently considered. 

With an initial brief established, we will suggest a number of design alternatives for 
review with the client, allowing the brief to be tested against such criteria as cost, 
site conditions and planning issues. 

Design options will then be developed until a definitive solution has been identified. 
As the project progresses, more detailed designs will be produced, all with the 
client’s involvement. This close collaboration continues throughout the design and 
building process and includes extensive post-construction support, including 
guidance on achieving low environmental impact, through to building operation, 
maintenance and cleaning. 

As an RIBA Chartered Practice, the practice uses the RIBA Quality Management 
Toolkit (incorporating the RIBA QM Project Quality Plan which is based on the 
N=BS EN ISO 9001-2000) on all projects and for office procedures. This is 
appropriate for a medium size Architects Practice (11 to 49 staff). If our practice 
expands to 50+ staff, we would then operate an externally certified BS EN ISO 9001
-2000 Quality Management Plan. 



Healthy Building Design 

Gale & Snowden believe that healthy building design is at the core of good design for both buildings and landscapes.  It is 

important to carefully consider both how buildings are designed and the choice of materials used. 

Healthy by design 

By incorporating healthy design principles in the design from the outset a building or 
landscape can provide an uplifting and life enhancing environment. Simple healthy 
design strategies that Gale & Snowden include into their work include: 

Maximise natural daylight design 

Provide thermal comfort by ensuring an efficient thermal building envelope that 

has no unwanted drafts 

Provide good quality ventilation 

Enabling the building fabric to 'breathe'' i.e.: vapour permeable construction 

Reduce EMFs (Electro Magnetic Fields) in and around buildings by designing 

radial wiring in buildings that shut down electrical charges when not in use and 
the positioning of buildings away from EMF sources. By avoiding EMFs in our 
buildings, our bodies and nervous system, which rely on electrical impulses to 
work, are less interrupted, and therefore more healthy and able to sleep more 
soundly. 

 Healthy by materials selection 

The choice of materials is key in creating a healthy building or landscape. The 
Practice's guiding principles in materials selection include: 

Specification of easily cleanable floor surfaces throughout (eg: tiles, 

marmoleum, timber) and reduce interior fabrics to avoid dust mites habitats 

Organic and mineral paints, stains and waxes throughout 

Specification of non-VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) materials 

Specification of non-toxic cleaning materials 

Avoid using PVC by careful product selection 

Minimising the building’s environmental impact through the adoption of 

sustainable materials featuring low embodied energy, derived from the most 
locally available sustainable sources 



Efficiency & Passive Design 

The need for complicated and expensive active systems in buildings is minimised in Gale & Snowden designs by the correct 

and intelligent employment of simple passive design techniques 

By employing sound building physics from concept design stage to detailed design 
we are able to produce simple design solutions that rely on passive solutions. This 
allows us to significantly reduce Mechanical Engineering equipment which can often 
be over designed, which in turn enables low running costs and easily maintainable 
buildings. 

Low energy building design 

The emphasis is to ensure that Gale & Snowden’s buildings use as little energy as 
possible. Current Building Regulations place too much emphasis on low carbon 
strategies and technologies which is at the expense of low energy building design. 
By first concentrating on low energy design reducing the need for heating, cooling 
and lighting the requirement for expensive renewable technologies can be designed 
out and will only be used to meet the most frugal of demands. 

Solar orientation 

Solar gains are carefully planned as part of the building design. Solar gain is 
maximised in the winter and inter-seasonal months to heat the building but 
controlled from overheating in the summer months. 

Maximising natural daylight 

Maximising the levels of natural day light enhances well being whilst minimising 
electrical light demand. This is achieved by the use of appropriately designed roof 
lights, glazing and windows giving the buildings a light and airy feel. Light coloured 
finishes on walls, ceilings and floors further help to reflect light. Gale & Snowden 
can incorporate 3D daylight modelling to ensure optimum daylight levels are met 
without compromising overheating in summer and heat loss in winter. 

Low energy lighting  

As part of the integrated design approach lighting design not only considers the 
latest low energy light fittings such as CFLs and LEDs, PIR sensors and careful 
banking of lights, but also takes account space shape and form, colour rendering, 
daylight design and the function of each space. 

High thermal performance 

High levels of insulation, triple glazed timber windows and doors are specified on 
our current designs to achieve the following U Values with thermal bridge free 
construction: 

Floor 0.10 W/m2K 

Walls 0.10 W/m2K 

Roof 0.10 W/m2K 

Windows / doors 0.7 – 1.0 W/m2K 

 

Thermal mass 

Thermal mass is incorporated in the internal walls and general structure which 
helps to reduce daily and seasonal fluctuations of internal temperatures. Thus 
assisting in reducing both overheating in summer and heating loads in winter. 

Airtight construction 

Gale & Snowden are experts at constructional detailing that maximises air 
tightness. Current Gale & Snowden schemes are being designed to an air tightness 
of 0.75 m³/(h.m²) @ 50 Pa and 0.6 ach/hr @ 50PA to AECB Gold and Passivhaus 
standards. 

Space heating 

Buildings are designed to require minimum space heating and provided they are 
lived in with some moderate internal gains from people and equipment very little 
heating is required. During exceptionally cold periods heat loads can be met either 
by mechanical ventilation heat recovery (MVHR), or a small renewable energy 
source such as a ground source heat pump or coppiced timber  for a wood burner. 

Ventilation 

Gale & Snowden ensure via thermal and ventilation modelling that spaces receive 
sufficient ventilation for healthy indoor environments. Designs employ a variety of 
means for achieving this. Passive means, such as stack ventilation or cross-flow 
ventilation through opening windows and high level openings or simple mechanical 
means such as low energy mechanical heat recovery ventilation. Ventilation design 
also incorporates strategies and methods for reducing draughts and cold spots and 
for reducing overheating such as utilising building mass and night cooling. 

Cool larders 

A ventilated larder that is an insulated cupboard kept cool by the supply of air 
chilled via underground clay pipes. The cool larders can be used to store fresh food 
such as vegetables, fruit and salads. This should reduce the size of fridge required 
for meat and dairy products. 

Low water use and rain water collection 

Low water use appliances are specified throughout. Typically this might be 3/6 litre 
dual flush WCs, reduction valves, low water use showers and taps. This reduces 
the demand for mains water. Specifying low water use showers and taps will also 
minimise the demand for hot water. Filtered rain water collected in tanks can be 
used for WC flushing, washing machines and outside garden use.  Employing water 
saving and collection strategies should enable close to a 60% reduction in water 
use for a typical household. 

Low maintenance 

Natural, durable and low maintenance finishes requiring minimal aftercare. 



Conversion & Refurbishment 

The buildings of the future are already with us. The challenge for us all is to make our existing buildings more energy efficient 

and healthy to live in. 

Since 1992 Gale & Snowden has been at the forefront of developing ways to 
reduce the impact on the environment of our existing buildings. The Practice has 
undertaken extensive research into low environmental impact refurbishment and 
conversion as well as undertaking a range of built projects over the years, putting 
this research work into practical use. 

As with the Practice’s new build work, simple passive design strategies are 
employed to reduce the need for energy, making the building more comfortable and 
using less resources to run. The type of the interventions planned are dependent on 
the nature of the existing building, but they all include: 

Understanding the building biology of the existing building so that any 

Interventions are sympathetic 

Increasing insulation levels throughout 

Increasing air tightness levels 

Reducing thermal bridging 

Assessing correct daylight levels are achieved where possible 

Reviewing heating, ventilation hot water systems to work together efficiently 

Employing healthy building design 

The practice’s experience includes undertaking refurbishment and conversion work 
to a range of existing buildings including Listed structures. The Practice's work 
towards reducing the environmental impact of existing buildings has been 
recognised as being exemplary in a number of publications including: 

RIBA ‘Sustainable Architecture’ 

The Carbon Trust / BRE - Good Practice Guides 293 external wall insulation for 

dwellings 

Westminster City Council Design Guide for Increasing the Energy Efficiency of 

Buildings in Conservation Areas 

EST / BRE Survey of well-insulated housing refurbishment projects 



Renewable Energy 

Gale & Snowden do not rely on renewable energies to make designs work. Renewables are considered after all cost effective 

and practical measures have been undertaken for passive design to minimise energy requirements. 

Once buildings have been designed for minimal energy use the remaining 
requirement can be met via renewable energy systems. Gale & Snowden’s 
expertise in renewable energy design and strategy ensures that the optimum 
system is used to suit the site and users needs. 

The practice’s in-house team of renewable energy consultants and designers can 
ensure appropriate renewable energies can be fully integrated into the building 
design. Renewable energy experience includes: 

Solar thermal 

PV 

Biomass 

Wind 

Hydro 

 

Other renewable energies such as heat pump technology have been included in 
projects but the practice has found that these often do not have the efficiencies that 
should be expected. 



Expertise 

The practice consists of an integrated team of Architects, Landscape Architects, Mechanical Engineers, Building Physicists 

and Biologists, Certified Passivhaus Designers and Permaculture Designers. The team works under the ethos of Permaculture 

to produce designs that regenerate the environment, working with rather than against natural systems, integrating people into 

designed ecosystems. 

Architecture 

Full RIBA architects design and management services to all RIBA Workstages. 

Mechanical Engineering 

Full ACE Mechanical Engineering services for all RIBA Workstages. 

Renewable Energy Engineering 

Integrated renewable energy design services. 

Passivhaus Consultancy 

We are a registered ‘Passivhaus Designer’ with the German ‘Passivhaus Institut’ and can provide a full Passivhaus Designer Consultancy Service. 

Thermal Modelling 

Computer modelling using IES software for buildings and landscaping e.g. Thermal modelling, summer overheating, daylight etc. 

Landscape Design 

A fully integrated landscape design service. 

Research and Development 

Cutting-edge research and development informs Gale & Snowden’s cutting-edge designs. 

 
 

 

 



Architecture 

Combining elegance and applied science to create beauty 

Gale & Snowden Architects and Mechanical Engineers have 19 years experience 
including education, community and public building design. The practice specialises 
in integrated ecological/sustainable design and planning and has been at the 
forefront of and has helped shaped this movement in the UK for those 19 years. 

The practice specialises in the following architectural services which are fully 
integrated and included in standard fees: 

Full RIBA Workstages (see below) 

Air tightness design 

Passive design including expert energy efficient fabric design 

Avoidance of thermal bridging 

Healthy Building design 

Permaculture design 

Low embodied energy materials design and specification 

  

Gale & Snowden provide full RIBA architects design and management 

services to all RIBA Workstages A-L 

A Appraisal Identification of client’s needs and objectives, business case and 
possible constraint on development. Preparation of feasibility studies and 
assessment of options to enable the client to decide whether to proceed. 

B Design Brief Development of initial statement of requirement into the Design 
Brief by or on behalf of the client confirming key requirements and constraints. 
Identification of procurement method, procedures, organisational structure and 
range of consultants and others to be engaged for the project. 

C Concept Implementation of Design Brief and preparation of additional data. 
Preparation of Concept design including outline proposals for structural and building 
service systems, outline specifications and preliminary cost plan. Review of 
procurement route. 

D Design Development Development of concept design to include structural and 
building services systems, updated outline specifications and cost plan. Completion 
of Project Brief. Application for detailed planning permission. 

E Technical Design Preparation of technical design(s) and specifications, sufficient 
to co-ordinate components and elements of the projects and information for 
statutory standards and construction safety. 

F Production Information Preparation of detailed information for construction. 
Application for statutory approvals. Preparation of further information for 
construction required under the building contract. Review of information provided by 
specialists. 

G Tender Documentation Preparation and / or collation of tender documentation in 
sufficient detail to enable a tender or tenders to be obtained for the project. 

H Tender Action Identification and evaluation of potential contractors and/ or 
specialists for the project. Obtaining and appraising tenders; submission for 
recommendations to the client. 

J Mobilisation Letting the building contract, appointing the contractor. Issuing of 
information to the contractor. Arranging site hand over to the contractor. 

K Construction to Practical Completion Administration of the building contract to 
Practical Completion. Provision to the contractor of further information as and when 
reasonably required. Review of information provided by contractors and specialists. 

L Post Practical Completion Administration of the building contract after Practical 
Completion and making final inspections. Assisting building user during initial 
occupation period. Review of project performance in use.  



M&E Engineering 

To achieve the high performance passive low energy buildings that our clients are seeking we offer the in-house expertise to 

integrate and design all mechanical and electrical (M&E) requirements for any building scheme 

Gale & Snowden has found from experience that the integration between architects, 
building physicists and mechanical engineers at the concept stage right the way 
through the design and building process and working as a true team within one 
organisation is the optimal way to achieve a building that actually performs in use 
compared to what is theoretically possible. 

Low energy Mechanical & Electrical systems design 

Full ACE Mechanical Engineering services for all RIBA work stages including: 
feasibility, concept, design, on site, hand over and commissioning. 

DHWS domestic hot water services 

Rainwater harvesting 

CWS cold water services 

Highly efficient heating plant 

Heat distribution – underfloor heating, radiators, air heaters 

Variable speed pumping systems 

Variable volume ventilation systems (C02 / PIR controlled) 

Mechanical Ventilation & Heat Recovery (MVHR) 

Ground to air (earth tube) ventilation systems 

LV electrical systems – low EMF design and non PVC 

Low energy lighting systems – daylight dimming / PIR control / LEDs 

Controls systems – strategies for commissioning and efficient operation 

 

Gale & Snowden’s in house Mechanical & Electrical experience includes a range of 
projects – residential, commercial, hospitals and schools as well as individual 
domestic projects. 

Troubleshooting and refurbishment 

Existing buildings can suffer from poor performance such as under heating, 
overheating, inadequate control, fresh air issues and stuffiness, mechanical plant 
faults, hot and cold water problems. This can be due to a variety of reasons ranging 
from poor initial design, incorrect commissioning procedures, poor maintenance, 
changes in use, age etc. Gale & Snowden troubleshooting and refurbishment 
service includes: 

Initial assessment and condition surveys 

Monitoring and testing of comfort conditions and plant 

Options reports 

Detailed design solutions 

Commissioning and handover 



Renewables Engineering 

Once the need for energy has been minimised in the fabric and form design, Gale & Snowden have an in-house renewable 

energy engineering department with many years experience integrating and designing into buildings renewable energy 

systems 

The service 

Renewable energy development studies for schemes 

Pre-planning feasibility studies 

Energy modelling assessments for a range of different renewable energy 

strategies 

Site assessments and managing pre site testing for suitability 

Systems design 

Multi integrated design – linking thermal stores into solar panels, heat pumps 

and wood burners 

Commissioning and handover 

 

Renewable energy systems 

Centralised biomass systems – pellet, wood chip and log boilers 

Small scale wood burning stoves systems – sealed combustion, highly efficient 

with or without back boilers 

Solar hot water panels – flat plate, evacuated tube 

Photovoltaic Panels PV 

Wind turbines 

Hydro and water turbines 

Heat pumps – earth, air, water 

  

Team Experience 

Woodchip boiler system for Trelowarren Estate and schools in Derbyshire 

Pellet boiler system for estate in Cornwall 

Many projects designing and integrating small scale log burner systems with 

back boilers. Some have been linked into thermal stores with other energy 
systems feeding them such as heat pumps and solar panels. 

Log burning boiler system for RHS Rosemoor 

Heat pump systems - 30 borehole hospital scheme, 6 borehole large estate 

scheme, various horizontal slinky schemes for homes. Micro air source hot 
water system for large estate 

PV and solar panels on a wide range of schemes, schools, houses, community 

centres 

Development of zero carbon sports and community centre using PV, heat 

pumps, solar panels and wind turbine 



Passivhaus Consultancy 

Gale & Snowden has been involved with the design and development of Passivhaus schemes in the UK since 2008 and offer 

a full design service or individual consultancy service to developers, contractors or designers seeking to meet the stringent 

criteria of the Passivhaus standard 

Gale & Snowden is registered with the Passivhaus Institute in Germany as a 
Certified Designer, as well as being a member of the Passivhaus Trust in the UK. 

Detailed research and scientific monitoring on these projects have proven that using 
the Passivhaus methodology will reduce the energy demand of a building by up to 
90% of that of a standard UK building (if built to current Building Regulation 
requirements). In other words a Passivhaus could be heated by the equivalent of 
1.5 litres of heating oil, i.e. 15 kWh of thermal energy per m2 per year, or 60p per m2 
per year (based on a price for heating oil of 40p a litre) without compromising on 
comfort or indoor air quality. 

This is typically achieved through high levels of insulation, exceptional air tightness, 
high performance windows and doors and highly efficient mechanical ventilation 
heat recovery. 

To achieve the Passivhaus Standard the actual performance in terms of comfort 
levels and energy efficiency needs to be calculated during the design process, prior 
to construction. The performance includes thermal comfort (during Winter and 
during Summer), indoor air quality and energy consumption. 

To support designers, the Passivhaus Institute in Germany has developed a design 
methodology and a calculation tool to assess the energy consumption of a 
Passivhaus, the Passivhaus Planning Package (PHPP). 

Gale & Snowden Architects provide a full Passivhaus design service as well as a 
consultancy service to support their clients with the Passivhaus aspects of their 
projects including: 

Individual design consultancy to meet the stringent criteria required by the 

Passivhaus standard for developers, contractors and designers 

Advice on economic design strategies to reduce the energy demand 

PHPP calculations 

Thermal bridging analysis 

Air tightness consultancy and detailing 

Full Passivhaus compliant MVHR design service 

Assessment against EnerPHit (Passivhaus retrofit standard) for existing 

buildings 

CPD seminars covering Passivhaus design principles, achieving the air 

tightness and using the PHPP 

Individually organized guided Passivhaus tours to exemplar projects in Germany 

and the UK 

Gale & Snowden Architects’ team of certified Passivhaus designers have more 

than 3 years experience in designing to this standard in the UK context and 
have been involved with all work stages of the design, detailing and delivery of 
some of the first Passivhaus Houses in the UK through to practical completion. 



Thermal Modelling 

As part of the architectural design process Gale & Snowden can also provide a dynamic thermal modelling service. Our 

mechanical engineering team has over 10 years experience of delivering this enlightening service. 

The aim behind this design service is to minimise the requirement for active 
mechanical systems (such as heating, cooling, ventilation) whilst still maintaining 
adequate internal comfort conditions throughout the daily and annual cyclic weather 
conditions in any given location. 

This is carried out utilising 3D modelling software which runs real time weather and 
building simulations against any proposed design paying particular emphasis to the 
buildings interaction with the sun and wind. Real time weather data utilised during 
this process is derived from the MET offices historical records for the region taking 
into account any likely future global warming scenarios. 

During this process specific attention is given to: the buildings location and 
orientation and prevailing daily and yearly weather conditions, its thermal mass, its 
natural ventilation strategy, glazing details and shading properties, the building’s 
façade and how solar enhancing or shading devices can be incorporated. Detailed 
controls strategies can also be incorporated within the modelling process to 
determine the optimum operating parameters whether it be via user manual control 
or natural ventilation systems which open via actuated time and temperature 
controls. 

In principle these considerations can be applied to any building, how they are 
integrated within the aesthetics and functionality of the design and at what point in 
the design process is the key to providing a building that does not overheat and 
maintains adequate thermal conditions all year round. 

Thermal Modelling Service 

Dynamically assessing designs to optimise comfort strategies to optimise 

daylight, minimise heat loss, and to ensure buildings do not overheat 

Daylight modelling to ensure adequate daylight levels and reduce 

Electrical lighting loads 

Summertime overheating modelling to design passive buildings that do not 

overheat and require air conditioning 

Natural ventilation modelling whether via stack effect or cross flow 

Thermal modelling to develop façade design – brise soleils, overhangs, shading, 

window strategies 



Landscape Design 

A full and integrated ecological landscape design service 

Full Landscape Institute design services are provided as part of our design services 
for all RIBA Workstages. 

The practice works with a range of specialists to provide a comprehensive 
landscape design based on Permaculture principles including: 

Landscape architects 

Aquaculture consultants 

Species specialist 

Specialist plant suppliers 

Reed bed and nutrient reclamation experts 

  

Where possible, our designs will enhance the landscape by: 

Hedge planting, including native species, around the site perimeter to enhance 

wildlife 

Micro-climate design including windbreaks to shelter the site 

Enhancing and creating new water features to provide grey and black water 

treatment and additional wildlife habitat 

Forest garden and Permaculture planting techniques, featuring trees and shrubs 

that are largely native to the area, as well as decorative and fruiting. Planting 
should be mainly perennial or self-seeding 

Reinforcement of existing wildlife habitats and creation of new ones 



Research and Development 

Cutting-edge research and development informs Gale & Snowden’s cutting-edge designs 

The Practice has been involved in research and development including energy 
efficiency and low environmental impact design since 1992. 

Research work enables the practice to enhance the quality of design services 
provided to clients and ensures that the practice’s work is kept up to date and 
remains cutting edge. 

Research work has led to several publications for the building industry as well as 
delivering papers and publications for clients such as local authorities. 

Research work undertaken includes: 

Technology Strategy Board (TSB) - Climate change adaption. Government 

funding achieved for care home project to research climate change adaptation 
of buildings 

The Carbon Trust / BRE - Good Practice Guides 293 external wall insulation for 

dwellings 

Westminster City Council design guide for increasing the energy efficiency of 

buildings in conservation areas 

EST / BRE survey of well insulated housing refurbishment projects 

Rugby City Council - external wall insulation research for housing 

BRE sustainable refurbishment - key note speaker for series of events 

Cob building and earthen architecture research work and training courses 

Permaculture research work 



Awards 

The practice continues to win design competitions and gain awards for its design work and delivered projects 

Knights Place 

2012 

Michelmores Western Morning News Commercial 

Property Awards Winner 'Eco Building of the 
Year' 

2011 

Association of Retained Council Housing (ARCH) 

Awards Winner 'Innovation and Sustainability' 
with Rowan House 

 

Rowan House 

2011 

LABC South West Building Excellence Awards 

Shortlisted 'Best Social Housing Development' 
Shortlisted 'Best Technical Development' 
Shortlisted 'Best Sustainable Development' 

Association of Retained Council Housing (ARCH) 

Winner 'Innovation and Sustainability' with 
Knights Place 

 

Oak Meadow 

2007 

Chosen by the Housing Corporation as an 

example of how social housing "could and should 
look" 

2005 

National HomeBuilder Design Award Winner 

'Best Social Housing Development 

These awards are run by The Architect's Journal 

and The Mail on Sunday 

Building Magazine Winner Sustainability Award 

West Country Publications New Living New 

Homes Winner 'Best Sustainable Construction' 

West Country Publications New Living New 

Homes Winner 'Best 2 Bedroom Home' 

Arnold Sayers Award for Housing Design 

Commendation 

2006 

Barnstaple & District Civic Society Highly 

Commended 

2004 

Devon Environmental Business Initiative Winner 

'Sustainable Construction Award' 

2002 

Green Apple National Champion 

 

Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

2008 

Devon Environmental Business Initiative Winner 

‘Carbon Reduction’ Category 

South West England Green Energy Awards 

Runner-Up ‘Best Small Energy Scheme’ 

2003 

Civic Trust Vital Villages Special Award 

Devon Environmental Business Initiative Runner-

Up ‘Sustainable Construction’ Category 

 

Trelowarren 

2008 

Times Travel Green Spaces Winner ‘Best Place 

to Stay in Britain 2008’ 

2007 

Cornwall Business Winner ‘Best Diversification’ 

2006 

Green Apple for Eco Tourism Gold Winner 

First Choice Responsible Tourism Highly 

Commended ‘Best for Innovation and 
Technology’ 

South West England Green Energy Awards 

Highly Commended ‘Best Renewable Energy 
Scheme’ 

2005 

CoaST Ambassador for Sustainable Tourism 

2004 

Business in the Community Big Tick for 

restoration of the Great Office 

Cornwall Tourism Finalist ‘Self-catering 

Establishment of the Year’ 

 

Upton 

2007 

BREEAM EcoHomes Award for Plots 1-19, Block 

6, Site B 

CABE Building for Life Award Silver Standard 

Royal Town Planning Institute, East Midlands 

Branch Top Sustainability Community 

 

Bluecoats 

2006 

Barnstaple and District Civic Society Winner 

‘Herbert Dyer Memorial Shield’ 

 

Others 

2011 

Spears Design for Living Awards Shortlisted for 

Garden Desire Award 



People 

Gale & Snowden employs and recruits highly-skilled, professional staff that are individually motivated to improve the 

environment and our communities. We pride ourselves in our user friendly approach, and our fun yet professional working 

atmosphere. 

David Gale ARB RIBA 

Director 

Educated at Plymouth and Canterbury Schools of Architecture, David received the 
RIBA Silver Award in 1990 for his design work and dissertation and research on 
Hassan Fathy’s Earthen Architecture and Housing in Egypt. David directs the vision 
of the practice and is responsible for project delivery throughout the practice and 
has developed excellent client relationships on a wide variety of projects. David 
plays a major role in the concept stage of all major projects and has considerable 
contractual experience. David is a trained and experienced Permaculture designer 
and also works with Jason in the Mechanical Engineering team. David is a 
BREEAM for office assessor and has undertaken various research work for such 
organisations as the Building Research Establishment, Carbon Trust, Energy 
Saving Trust and Technology Strategy Board. David was an RIBA / BRE Zero CO2 
Housing Competitions Assessor in 1999, and has been a part time lecturer in 
ecological design at the Prince of Wales Institute and Plymouth School of 
Architecture. David’s approach to the business is a reflection on his personal 
commitment to environmental responsibility, having designed his own forest garden 
and renovated his own Grade II listed building to be low energy and ecological in 
every respect. 

 

Ian Snowden ARB RIBA 

Director 

Ian Snowden established the practice with David GaIe in 1992. The practice is 
nationally recognised as one of the pioneers in sustainable design, and Ian has 
over 18 years experience in ecological design. Ian’s key role in the practice is 
technical quality control throughout all RIBA workstages for all projects and to 
provide technical support throughout the practice. Ian is a working director and is 
involved in all stages of key projects, quality control and project management. Ian 
ensures that the attention to detail is maintained at all times throughout the work in 
the practice, which is essential in delivering passive design strategies and beautiful 
architecture. Ian is a trained Permaculture designer. Ian has renovated his own 
homes using traditional building methods and to improve their environmental 
performance. Ian enjoys life in North Devon and surfs and walks when his young 
family life permits. 

Lawrence Millyard ARB RIBA 

Director 

Lawrence joined the practice in 1998 and became a director in 2006. Educated at 
Plymouth School of Architecture, Lawrence has had considerable on-site 
experience prior to joining the practice. The practice is nationally recognised as one 
of the pioneers in sustainable design, and Lawrence has over 12 years experience 
in ecological design. Lawrence is responsible for project delivery in the Exeter 
office, and is the director responsible for Health & Safety in the practice. He is also 
an Eco homes assessor. Lawrence has many years of delivering successful 
projects to budget and on time as Project Architect and on site as Contract 
Administrator. Amongst other projects Lawrence was the Project Architect for Oak 
Meadow, Brook Green Learning Centre and Trelowarren. Lawrence has carried out 
extensive renovation work himself on all his personal properties. Lawrence has four 
lovely chickens. 

 

Tomas Gartner ARB RIBA 

Senior Architect 

Tomas joined Gale & Snowden in 2007 after being a project architect in Germany. 
He has brought to the practice an enthusiasm for pioneering the ‘Passivhaus’ 
affordable housing schemes for Exeter City Council, for which he is the Project 
Architect. Tomas is a Passivhaus Accredited Designer and a Code for Sustainable 
Homes Assessor. 



People 

Gale & Snowden employs and recruits highly-skilled, professional staff that are individually motivated to improve the 

environment and our communities. We pride ourselves in our user friendly approach, and our fun yet professional working 

atmosphere. 

Jason Fitzsimmons BSc Hons 

Principal Mechanical and Renewable Energy Engineer 

Jason leads the mechanical engineering team. Prior to joining Gale & Snowden in 
2008 he worked with Faber Maunsell, Atkins and BSRIA as a senior building 
mechanical engineer. Jason has carried out extensive research work. Jason is 
qualified to carry out computer thermal modelling using IES software for buildings 
and landscaping and Building Regulations Part L Compliance. He provides strategic 
renewable energy advice as well as designing building services systems.  Jason is 
a CIBSE Low Energy Carbon Assessor, an ECMK Accredited Assessor and has 
IES Software Accreditation. 

 

Allyson Vernon ARB 

Senior Architect 

Allyson joined the practice in 1998. Educated at Manchester and Canterbury 
Schools of Architecture, Allyson was an RIBA Silver Award finalist in 1990. Prior to 
joining Gale & Snowden Architects, Allyson worked at MacCormac Jamieson 
Prichard Architects (MJP Architects. Allyson provides quality design input on all 
major projects in the office. Allyson has designed her own new build home to 
exacting standards. 

Jonathan Barattini BSc (Hons) BA (Hons) M.Arch 

Architectural Assistant 

Jonathan joined Gale & Snowden in 2009. Jonathan is a Part 2 RIBA Architectural 
Assistant. He is well versed in the computer software used in the office including 
CAD and imaging packages. In parallel to studying towards his degree in 
architecture Jonathan also worked as a labourer which has provided him with a 
good practical knowledge of the industry and construction which is beneficial to his 
current design and detailing work. Prior to studying Architecture, he completed a 
degree in Surf Science and Technology. Jonathan now lives on the coast in North 
Devon where he can combine his passion for the environment with his love of 
surfing and being outdoors. Alongside project work, he is currently studying for his 
RIBA Part 3. 

 

Maria Gale Chartered Accountant MSc DIC 

Practice Manager 

Maria is the Practice Manager at Gale & Snowden and she also contributes to the 
practice’s environmental consultancy work. She qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant with Price Waterhouse Coopers, after which she completed an MSc in 
Environmental Technology at Imperial College, London, specialising in energy. Prior 
to joining Gale & Snowden Maria was the first energy efficiency officer in the 
country at Hastoe Housing Association (Sustainable Homes), for over 3 years and 
thereafter worked as a energy consultant specialising in developing energy 
efficiency strategies with local authorities, providing research for the Government 
and very hands on energy advice training to local authority and housing association 
tenants and staff. Whilst at Hastoe Maria was an active member of the Housing 
Ecology Network and has seen at first hand exemplar housing projects in Denmark, 
The Netherlands, France and Portugal. She helped to develop the Environmental 
Assessment Method with Martin Rowbottom, which helped to inform the BREEAM 
methodology. Maria was the co author of the Publication ‘Affordable Water’ for the 
Housing Corporation which helped to put affordable water issues on the agenda in 
affordable housing. At Gale & Snowden Maria is able to combine her professional 
training in accountancy and her passion for and experience in sustainable living. 



Contact 

Get in touch to find out how we can help you with your project. 

Bideford Office 

18 Market Place 
Bideford 
Devon 
EX39 2DR 
 

 
Telephone: 01392 279220 
Fax:  01392 279036 
Email: exeter@ecodesign.co.uk 
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Exeter Office 

Exeter Bank Chambers 
67 High Street 
Exeter 
Devon 
EX4 3DT 
 

Telephone: 01392 279220 
Fax:  01392 279036 
Email: exeter@ecodesign.co.uk 


