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Practice 
Gale & Snowden is an architec-
tural and landscape design 
practice that seeks to create 
ecologically sustainable de-
signs. 
 
Emphasis is placed on the in-
tegration of buildings and land-
scapes, people and their env i-
ronments,  to provide ecologi-
cally sustainable systems. 
 
The practice undertakes new 
build and renovation work for a 
wide range of private, commu-
nity and commercial clients. 
 
Materials are chosen to be low 
in embodied energy, from sus-
tainablly managed or recyled 
sources, non-toxic and as local 
as possible.  
 
Attention to detail and incorpo-

rating simple passive design 
methods such as passive so-
lar gain, ventilation, breathing 
and heating systems are all 
characteristics of Gale & 
Snowden designs.  

Contact 
Gale & Snowden 
18 Market Place, Bideford  
N. Devon, EX39 2DR 
Tel: 01237 474952  
Fax: 01237 425669 www.
ecodesign.co.uk  
galesnow@ecodesign.co.uk  
 

Design Feature 
 
Malthouse Cottage 

Malthouse Cottage is 
a superinsulated tim-
ber frame addition to 
a 17th Century house 
in Hampshire. Fea-
tures include superin-
sulation using recy -
cled newsprint, green 
oak weather boarding, 
reused stone and 
brick plinth, organic 
paints and stains, 
triple glazed timber 
windows and doors.  

Services 
Full RIBA services from con-
ception to completion for all 
building and landscape work. 
Ecological design reports. 
Furniture and display design.  
Energy advice and training.  
NHER and SAP ratings. 
Presentation work and model 
building.  
Graphics, desk top publishing 
and internet web design.  
Planning consultancy. 
Measured surveys. 
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In brief 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  Re -
sources: an ecological build-
ing centre will soon be open in 
London. Many ecological build-
ing products and systems will 
be on display and for sale. For 
more information contact Con-
struction Resources, 16 Great 
Guildford Street, London. Tel: 
0171 450 2211.  

 
Genesis: following the for-
mal launch ceremony in Octo-
ber, Gale & Snowden will be 
starting design work for the 
community project in Great 
Torrington. Watch  this space.  

 
Village Hall: Gale & Snow-
den have been chosen to de-
sign a new hall at Rackenford, 
Tiverton, North Devon. Design 
work will be commencing 
shortly. 
 

Web site 
www.ecodesign.co.uk  
The Gale & Snowden web site 
is now up and running, please 
visit and let us know what you 
think. 

Books 
For anyone interested in sus-
tainable gardening/horticulture 
an excellent book by Ken Fern 
entitled ‘Plants For A Future’ is 
just out. 
Tel: 01730 823311  

New offices 
Gale & Snowden have moved to 
offices in the heart of the ancient 
North Devon port of Bideford, 
opposite the pannier market, over-
looking the river Torridge.  

 
Gale & Snowden 

18 Market Place, Bideford, 
N.Devon EX39 2DR 

 
Tel: 01237 474952 

 
The new offices are situated in the 
Design Centre South West. The 

centre has been set up to promote all aspects of ecological design. It 
will have a shop front to display architectural and landscape design 
exhibitions, furniture and other sustainable products, and  information 
on permaculture practices, making ecological issues and design solu-
tions readily available to the public.  

 
Talks, workshops and training are planned for the future and these will 
be advertised in due course. The following companies are at the Cen-
tre:  
  

• Gale & Snowden . We will continue our work and offer consul-
tancy advice to the centre and the public 

• Optima Energy, South West branch, Energy Consultants 

• The Ecological Building Company Ltd 

• A limited number of fully serviced office spaces are available 
for rent for likeminded companies or individuals 

 
 
Please feel free to come and see us at our new office and visit the 
Design Centre South West. 
 
For more information on the Design Centre please contact: 

 
The Manager, Design Centre South West, 18 Market Place, Bide-
ford, North Devon, EX39 2DR. Tel: 01237 474952 



Projects 
 
Woolfardisworthy Community Hall 

Sketch above of the south facing hall entrance shows  the green 
oak boarding, natural slate roof and triple glazed timber win-
dows and doors.  
Sketch below shows an arial view of the hall. An extensive land-
scape design incorporating an amphitheatre will ensure that the 
building will be well integrated into the landscape.  
 

Design 
Close involvement 
of the community 
during the design 
process has en-
abled a design so-
lution that reflects 
the needs and aspi-
rations of the vil-
lage. 
 
Building design fea-
tures include:  
superinsulation;  
non-toxic, sustaina-
bly sourced materi-
als; 
thermal mass floor 
and internal walls; 
energy efficient 
boiler and under-
floor heating;  
low maintenance 
and running costs; 
passive ventilation 
and solar gain.  

 
 
 
 

Planning  
Gale & Snowden 
have gained Plan-
ning Permission for 
a new build energy 
e f f i c i en t  mu l t i  
functional hall and 
related facilities for 
Woolfardisworthy 
Community. 
 
The community are 
currently raising 
funds for the build-
ing and various 
grants have been 
made.  

 
Work is expected 
to progress at the 
beginning of the 
new year. 

Lynton Cinema & Telecentre                          

Product highlight - Paints 
Most building paints that you can buy are 
based on petrochemicals. As a result they 
come from a non-renewable source and 
are highly polluting in their manufacture, 
application and disposal. 
 
Luckily, there are a number of alternatives 
that are derived from organic and/or min-
erals.  
 
Casein paint has been used in the past 
and  is now being reassessed by those 
who put ecological considerations first. 
It is made from completely natural ingredi-
ents and is based on milk protein.  
 
However caution is required for its prepa-
ration and use.  Care is needed  to ensure 
that the mixing ratio of  casein to water is 
correct.   The product is dehydrated, 
avoiding the need to transport water long 
distances.  

 
For more information on casein paints 
contact Construction Resources. 
Tel: 0171 4502211 

 

A new cinema and telecentre has been given Planning Permission fol-
lowing an application designed by Gale & Snowden. The Old Market 
Building, which is a listed building, has been disused for some time and 
will be given a new lease of life. The separate new facilities will include 
a computer suite for use by the public for training and communication 
skills and a small 90 seat cinema.  

Sketch above 
shows cinema 
entrance with 
glazed lobby. The 
design whilst re-
specting the ex-
isiting building 
e n c o r p o r a t e s  
sympathetic mod-
ern interventions.  
Sketch to the 
right shows the 
approach to the 
telecentre.  

Plants For A Future 
Gale & Snowden have been commissioned 
to design the new Research Centre & 
Demonstration Gardens in Devon for 
Plants For A Future. 85 acres are pro-
posed to be developed along Permaculture 
principles to include, visitors centre with 
demonstration gardens, workshops, poly -
tunnels and storage, and  workers dwell-

ings. The proposed visitor centre is shown 
below. 


