
G
   A

    L
    E

     &
     S    N

    O
   W

    D
    E

   N
 

Practice 
Gale & Snowden is an architec-
tural and landscape design 
practice that seeks to create 
ecologically sustainable de-
signs. 
 
Emphasis is placed on the in-
tegration of buildings and land-
scapes, people and their env i-
ronments,  to provide ecologi-
cally sustainable systems. 
 
The practice undertakes new 
build and renovation work for a 
wide range of private, commu-
nity and commercial clients. 
 
Materials are chosen to be low 
in embodied energy, from sus-
tainablly managed or recyled 
sources, non-toxic and as local 
as possible.  
 
Attention to detail and incorpo-
rating simple passive design 
methods such as passive so-
lar gain, ventilation, breathing 
and heating sy stems are all 
characteristics of Gale & 
Snowden designs.  

 

Contact 
Gale & Snowden 
18 Market Place, Bideford  
N. Devon, EX39 2DR 
Tel: 01237 474952  
Fax: 01237 425669 www.
ecodesign.co.uk  
galesnow@ecodesign.co.uk  
 

Design Feature 
 
Construction Resources 

Services 
Full RIBA services from con-
ception to completion for all 
building and landscape work. 
Ecological design reports. 
Furniture and display design.  
Energy advice and training. 
NHER and SAP ratings. 
Presentation work and model 
building.  
Graphics, desk top publishing 
and internet web design.  
Planning consultancy. 

Measured surveys. 

Construction Mock-up of 
a Listed Building: Energy 
use in old houses can be cut by 
minimising heat loss. In the ex-
ample opposite, this has been 
achieved by using flax insulation 
in the roof, under the suspended 
timber floor and cork insulation in 
internal walls.  Roof ventilation 
and a selection of appropriate 
m at erials creates a natural 
breathing structure. In conjunc-
tion with passive ventilation and 
draught-proofing, this is a practi-
cal example of how easy it is to 
renovate in an energy efficient 
and env ironmentally sensitive 
manner. 

 
Multi-functional display 
furniture:  This unit can be 
configured in numerous ways to 
create adapatable and versatile 
display units or office furniture.  
It is made from sustainable sour-
ced ash and Finnish ply, and 
f inished in non-toxic stains and 
natural waxes. Contact Gale & 
Snowden  for purchase details. 

 
Individually designed 
counters: Made from timber, 
earth bricks, clay render and in-
wall micro-bore heating system 
(below). 
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Construction Resources opens 
Construction Resources, the only Environmental Building Centre in the 
UK officially opened its doors on 19th May. The new centre will display 
and advise professionals, contractors, builders and the general public 
on the best available env ironmental building products and systems and 
provide information on the many benefits of using ecologically sus-
tainable materials and techniques.  The interior fit-out of this disused 
warehouse was designed by Gale & Snowden   who specialise in eco-
logical architecture,  landscape and permaculture design as well  as 
interiors.  Gale & Snowden have designed the interior of the centre 
together with exhibits such as an earth pavilion (below) feature stair-

case,  individual counters and multi-functional display furniture which 
are made from sustainably sourced wood from managed forests, and 
are finished in natural stains, waxes and polishes.  The basement dis-
plays heating and solar sy stems, the ground floor shows construction 
techniques, including thermal and acoustic insulation, and the first floor 
displays include high-performance wooden doors and windows, water 
saving sy stems including grey water filtration and rainwater collection, 
children’s furniture, energy generation systems, and much more.  A 
visit to Construction Resources demonstrates that environmental prac-
tice need not be complex or costly, and offers a healthy alternative to 
conventional construction methods, materials and techniques. 
 

Construction Resources 16 Great Guildford Street, London SE1  
Tel: 0171 450 2211/Fax: 0171 450 2212 

 

 

In brief 
Amadea Co-Housing 
Project: Gale & Snowden 
have been commissioned to 
design a Co-Housing complex in 
Tiverton, including integrated 
ecological buildings and land-
scape design. Site information 
inc lud ing species surveys, 
measured drawings etc are be-
ing undertaken with the planning 
application due for late summer. 

 
Woolsery Sports & 
Community Hall: Rumour 
has it that Woolsery parish may 
soon be celebrating a success-
ful Sports Lottery bid for the 
new Community Hall.  

 
Exhibition in Bristol: Gale 
& Snowden’s design of Malt-
house Cottage has been chosen   
for     exhibition at  The Archi-
tecture Centre in Bristol as an 
example of an ecological de-
sign. The exhibiton  runs until 
mid-August. Tel: 0117 922 1540.  

 
Architecture for the 
People:  Gale & Snowden 
have written  a review for  the 
Journal of Architecture  of 
James Steele’s new book on 
Hassan Fathy. Fathy’s work 
was inspired by the low cost 
self build earth building indige-
nous to Egypt.  The book is 
published by Thames & Hud-
son,  available from good book-
shops. 



Projects 
 
Genesis 

Community Project 
The Genesis Project is  a community-based project to revital-
ise the town of Torrington, in North Devon.  The site of the old 
Castle Hill Hotel on South Street will be renovated .some info-
mation about genesis - see ian Museum about the Civil War in 
Torrington 
community based project - Library, telecentre for computer 
training and surfing the net., shop associated with Civil War 
centre moving library from its current location , tourist infor-
mation centre etc. 
 
what stage we are all approvals and funding int Awaiting 
goaheade from Landmark Trust who are owners of building 
for .   
 
next steps 

Plants For A Future:  Members of 
the Charity are asking for letters of support 
from the public to help with the forthcoming 
planning application.  Workers at the Re-
search Centre and Demonstration Gardens 
will carry out extensive programmes to as-
certain the viability and usefulness of thou-
sands of trees and plants.  Whether your 
taste is for a fruity ‘lemonade’ from the stag-
horn tree or a coffee alternative from the 
humble dandelion, the unique work of Plants 
For A Future will help saf eguard biodiversity, 
and offer alternatives for a healthier lif e-
style.  Letters of support urgently required  
to: The Planning Officer,  Torridge District 
Council,  Riv erbank House, Bideford,  De-
von, EX39 2DR.  

Genesis Community Project 
The Genesis Project is  a community -based project to revitalise the 
town of Torrington, in North Devon through tourism initiatives and by 
providing facilities for local people.  As part of this project the site of 
the old Castle Hill Hotel on South Street will be renovated, with detailed 
plans drawn up by Gale & Snowden .  The Castle Hill Centre will house 
a Civil War Museum to highlight the more tempestuous moments in 
Torrington’s history, together with a shop associated with the Civil War 
Museum, and  a telecentre for computer training and ‘surfing the net’,  
The library will be moving  to the Castle Hill Centre from its current 
location in Torrington, and there will also be a tourist information centre 
to update visitors on the many interesting places to visit in and around 
Torrington.  Plans have been approved by the local council and the 
Listed Buildings officer, and now the final go-ahead is eagerly awaited 
from the Landmark Trust who own the building.  More information on 
this exciting project in the next newsletter. 

 
 

The Happy Pear  

Product Highlight - Wisy Filter 
As global climate patterns change, we can no longer af -
ford to be complacent about abundant water supplies. 
Every drop of rain that falls can be collected for a vari-
ety of uses, as this, together with using  less water,  is  
the  most  ef fective way to conserve supplies.  Water 
can be collected and recycled in a number of ways: 

• grey water filtration 

• black water treatment  

• rainwater filtration and collection = Wisy Filter  
 
The Wisy Filter  can be easily and cheaply fitted to ex-
isting drain pipes. It filters leaves and debris out of rain-
water by an ingenious passive system which creates a 
vortex within the filter, separating denser particles from 
the water by centrif ugal force.  The filtered water can 

then be collected and stored in butts or tanks for non-
domestic use such as flushing the toilet, washing the 
car, and watering the garden. The Wisy Filter  is now 
available from Construction Resources .  For details tele-
phone: 0171 450 2211, or The Green Shop, Tel: 01452-
770629. 

Wholefood shop, Tea Room & Craft Ex-
hibition 
The Happy Pear is a community co-operative in Hartland, 
North Devon, designed by Gale & Snowden . With links to 
the local Small School and to organic farmers and growers, 
the premises will provide a wholefood shop selling produce 
from the locality, and a tea room where fresh organic food 
can be eaten ov erlooking a beautiful valley.  The craft 
exhibition area will display work from the many artists, 
potters and craftspeople in the community.  
 
This unique and truly sustainable venture will be run by a 
co-operative which includes children from the Small School 
who will learn first-hand, the complexities of running a bus i-
ness, cooking and selling organic wholefoods, and growing 
herbs and vegetables in the highly productive mini-forest 
garden at the south-facing rear of the property.   
 
Planning Permission has been applied for and funds are 

currently being raised for the project. 

The design contains many interesting features 
such as rainwater collection for garden irrigation 
and the pond, natural sky-lighting, passive solar 
gain, natural, healthy, non-toxic materials, and 
good access for disabled visitors.  

Sketch above shows the integration of the ground plan 
and the garden. Sketch below shows a section through 
the building and garden. The garden terraces  maxi-
mise  the south facing aspect of the site,  providing a 
mini-forest garden, pond, relaxation area and plant 
nursery.  


